tuberculous, and Case IV luetic. In each case regardless of the aetiology, the primary factor was vascular disease, and in each, the course and ultimate outcome were the same.
We are indebted to Prof. Dr. Meller for his permission to publish these cases and to Dozent Dr. Urbanek for his helpful co-operation. In these Epigrams Martial alluded by name to quite a number of the contemporary physicians in Rome, some of them evidently being Greeks5 (probably vastly superior in professional knowledge and skill to the native product), and two at least being professional failures6' 7, at whom Martial, as was his way, took the opportunity to fling brutal taunts. Alcon8'9 Baccara, a Greek,' Carus,10 Cascellius, a dentist,1' Dasius,8 Diaulus, a one-time chirurgus,6 Eros, a beautyspecialist," though cosmetic operations seem also to have been undertaken by the barbers,12 Fannius, a throat-specialist," Heras," Hermes, a herniotomist," Hermocrates, ' Vitruvius is said to have described chronic lead poisoning resulting from the action of drinking-water in lead pipes. He was a military engineer in the first century B.C., and dedicated his treatise de Architectura to the Emperor Augustus. The author of the Hippocratic Aphorisms, who may, indeed, have been Hippocrates himself in the 5th century B.C., alluded to a form of colic attended by dry dropsy (a pradoxical condition, which may be intended to cover constipation with tympanites), which may quite possibly be an allusion to plumbism. If so, the allusion is by no means as clearly recognizable as is the foregoing. In Aphorisms IV. 11, we read that "those who suffer from colic with peri-umbilical pains and aching in the loins, unrelieved either by purging or by other means, end up with a dry dropsy." 
